
Dear church, 

  

As you know, during this time when we cannot gather together in person for worship, 

many churches have been doing "virtual worship services" for their parishioners to 

watch online. Given my line of work, I am friends with quite a few pastors, and many of 

them have been sharing their church's virtual services on social media every week. I've 

watched a number of these services and it's been interesting to see all the creative 

things that these churches are doing. Many are experimenting with all sorts of new 

approaches to online worship. 

  

In the midst of this, I've also seen a lot of pastors and worship leaders (myself 

included!) making mistakes during their online services. There have been audio issues, 

video issues, poor lighting, pastors not looking at the camera, people not being on the 

same page with what they're doing on camera. In other words, in the midst of all the 

great things being done with online worship, there have been plenty of things that 

haven't turned out so great. And while some of us pastors may get frustrated when 

things don't look perfect, I think this is actually a gift. Because it reminds us that none 

of us have to be perfect. All we have to be is faithful. 

  

Indeed, that is why Christianity is a religion of grace; because we will never be perfect. 

Though the founder of Methodism, John Wesley, believed we could be perfected in 

love, our lives will still be full of mistakes, failures, and miscalculations. Life is messy 

and will always be messy, because of our human fragility. Therefore, our calling is to 

faithfully walk in the footsteps of Christ the best we know how, warts and all, 

imperfections and all. 

  

So if you watch an online worship service and happen to see a mistake, let that be a 

reminder that God doesn't require perfection.  All God requires is faithfulness. 

  

And for that, we can truly say, thanks be to God! 

Pastor Jordan 

 


